
for their contribution towards the  

development of the charity and their 

support of the specific projects. She 

thanked general sponsors such as 

Olena and Alexander Shyshkin,  

representing the Obolon’s  brand, 

Meest Corporation, the Ukrainian-

American club of Washington State, 

Iryna Tereshenko of Classically 

Corked Wine Store, Halyna Kovalyov, 

Iryna Chernykh, Julia Stashuk, Yaro-

slav Stepaniak, Inna Yevpak, Lubomir  

Huculak and the many other supporters 

of our celebration of Ukrainian Day. 

We are pleased to note that not only 

Ukrainians, but also representatives of 

other cultures came to feast on Ukrain-

ian delicacies or to dance the Polka. 

This Ukrainian Day was a great  

success according to all that were 

there, and is sure to set a standard for 

future 

events.  

 

 

 

So don’t miss the next celebration!  

See you next time, next year! 

                               Marina Selezeneva 

      A new 2010 year will “Welcome” the 

“Ukrainian Olympic Team” and 

“Ukrainian Paralympic Team” to Vancou-

ver  and we look forward to get your  

support, enthusiasm, and  initiative.  

       As the beauty of winter covers the 

landscape, thoughts turn home &  

cherished family & so many memories 

come to mind of all of us...each one filled 

with all the love a heart can hold… 

      Wishing you to have a Merry  

Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

 

                                      Svitlana Kominko

UCSS welcomed new members: 

Alla Polishchuk 

Iryna Mazur 

Hennadiy Petrov 

Halyna Kalynovych 

Ukrainian Canadian Social Services in 

Vancouver Executive Board members: 

 
President—Svitlana Kominko 

Vice President—Joy Richmond 

Vice President—Myrna Arychuk 

Treasurer—Orlena Richmond 

Secretary—Olena Strutynska 

NEW TO OUR BRANCH 

UPDATE  
                              Ukrainian Canadian Social Services, Vancouver 

    Українська Суспільна Служба Канади, Ванкувер                                                               

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The Vancouver branch 

of Ukrainian Canadian 

Social Services continue 

to serve to the social and 

humanitarian needs of 

Ukrainians  locally and 

globally. We are very proud to  

initiate the celebration of  “Ukrainian 

Day” in Vancouver this fall and raise 

funds towards National Paralympic team  

and children in need in Ukraine. Strange 

thing the more we do the more we realize 

how many challenging goals and interest-

ing projects are waiting for us. 

UKRAINIAN DAY IN VANCOUVER 

 the 12th of September was officially  

declared Ukrainian Day in Vancouver. 

Ellen Woodsworth recognized the contri-

bution of Ukrainians to the development of 

British Columbia. Ukrainians have long 

been known for their songs. And this  

evening was no exception, as the  

Svitanok Choir, the Kvitka Dancers, the 

band Nova Khvylia’s vocalists Dana  

Kolomiyets and Mykhailo Haydeychuk as 

well as the young musicians Yulia 

Polys’ka and Mykola Kho kept the crowd 

awake.   Nova Khvylia’s closing number 

Zorya Ukrayiny, (Ukrainian Star) thrilled 

the public. Equally memorable were the 

performances of the ballroom dance studio 

Carat and the rhythmic gymnastic club 

Planet Rhythm.  To conclude the evening, 

the President of Ukrainian Canadian Social 

Services, Svitlana Kominko, thanked all 

On Saturday, the 12th of September, the 

Ukrainian community of Vancouver cele-

brated Ukrainian Day. Over 500 people 

gathered at the Ukrainian Catholic Center 

at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic parish to 

re-identify themselves as a nation and to 

enjoy the traditions of their people. The 

proceeds collected that day by the  

organizers, the Ukrainian Canadian Social 

Services, will support both the Ukrainian  

Paralympic Team which is coming to 

Vancouver in 2010, and orphan children 

in Ukraine.  After the singing of the  

national anthems of both Canada and 

Ukraine, Ellen Woodsworth, the represen-

tative of Vancouver Mayor Greg  

Robertson was greeted in the traditional 

manner, with bread and salt. In the name 

of Mayor Vancouver Greg Robertson,  
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For the last couple months Joy  

Richmond and Valya Kaspryk  

continued to work on our Parcel to 

Ukraine project coordinating efforts 

and time of UCSS members and  

volunteers in collecting clothes,  

children toys and food. As a result four 

parcels were sent to families in need to 

Rivne, Ternopil, Kirovograd region 

and  Eastern Ukraine. We also  

continue to consider needs of our local 

needy families by supporting them at 

Christmas season. This year five  

families will receive a gift card from 

UCSS which allows them to buy a 

grocery basket. We hope that you will 

share our urgent concerns  with  

empathy through your donations. 

Please inform others who may be 

 interested in our goals. 

 

Please send your donation to: 

Ukrainian Canadian Social Services 

3819 Sunset Street 

Burnaby, BC V5G 1T4 

 

Ukrainian Canadian Social Services (UCSS)  
Vancouver Branch 

3819 Sunset Street, Burnaby, BC V5G 1T4 

Phone: (604)437-8900 E-mail: ucssvan@vcn.bc.ca 

Website: www.ucss.info/van 

A PARCEL OF HOPE 

 Ukrainian  Canadian  

Social Services in  

Vancouver continue to 

raise funds towards  

National Paralympic team 

support. Time is short and 

this creates an urgency in collecting 

money that will help us to cover vital 

needs of disabled Ukrainian athletes for 

transportation, and mobile communica-

tion. UCSS also announces its call for  

volunteers for the period of Paralympic 

Games. Particularly we are looking for 

women that will cook one week for the 

team on their training site. It’s extremely 

difficult for a disabled person to fight for 

a victory by overcoming physical pain 

and psychological constraints. Let’s help 

them win and dedicate their victory to our 

beloved Ukraine.  

 

For more information how can you help 

please contact Luba Galyuk at  

778-321-9294. 

 

Photo: Ukrainian athlete Olena  

Yurkovska won her fourth gold medal at 

 Paralympic Games in Turin, Italy              

        We make a living by what we get but we make a life by what we give... 

Here's MY donation to Ukrainian children in need or National Paralympic team support:  

         $25               $50               Other 

    Найщиріші вітання з Різдвом Христовим та Новим Роком!                                                              

UCSS is a registered charity (B/N 891743973 

RR 0001) and there are tax benefits from  

donations to those who qualify.  

 

HELP US HELP OUR 

PARALYMPIC TEAM 


